Travis Steele Nevels III

Music Bio

www.freestyleguitar.com
Travis is a guitar player who has followed his own path. At the age of thirteen he received a guitar, and took his first lessons at the local YMCA in Richardson, Texas. At the age of 18 he picked up the banjo, and learned how to fingerpick using the Earl Scruggs method. Banjo picking typically uses the thumb and the first two fingers. Over time, Travis developed his own brand of banjo picking on the guitar. Along the way, Travis began to experiment with alternate tunings. He continued to develop an original style, which he now calls “Freestyleguitar”. 

By 1998, Travis had enough instrumental material to play gigs around North and South Carolina, where he stunned audiences with his flash and power on the acoustic guitar. Today, many listeners are completely dazzled. Comments like, “I never knew the guitar could be played like that” is an often heard comment.
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In 1999, Travis recorded all of his ripping instrumentals, and released his first CD, “Freestyleguitar”. Since then his CD has sold across the globe, including Belgium, Russia, Japan, England, Israel, Germany, Ireland, Australia, Taiwan, Slovenia, Italy, France, Spain, Canada, and of course the US.

In 2000, Travis authored a guitar instructional book, “The Freestyleguitar Method”, which he sells on the Internet and at gigs. In 2007 Travis revised and updated the book. Today the book is written for intermediate-advance players. The three sections of the book cover finger picking chops, alternate tunings, and percussive slap-tap techniques.
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In 2000, Travis released his second CD, “Freestyleguitar II” which features newer hard-hitting instrumentals. Many long-standing fans claim that the first CD is more raw and expressive, whereas the second CD is more thoughtful and articulate. However, Freestyleguitar enthusiasts agree, both CD’s contain some of the best acoustic guitar playing they’ve ever heard.
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In 2009 - 2010 Travis re-mastered both “Freestyleguitar” and “Freestyleguitar II” and will be re-releasing them in mid 2010.

June 2011, Travis completed his first singer-songwriter CD,and is now available as a DEMO only.    

Travis lives in Johnson City, TN and is a graduate of East Tennessee State University.

“Heard him on 89FM in Atlanta, this man flat out jams”.

Fan – Mike Schneider, Kennesaw, GA

 “Simply put Travis is one of the world’s best guitarists. Yes, one of the best. Think of Leo Kottke, or John Fahey with a little North Carolina twist. He’s a former North Carolina/South Carolina Fingerpicking champion, and besides his stunning guitar work he sings some dang fine tunes. Travis too is a friend of mine, and I’ll buy you something nice if after you hear and see him play you’re not absolutely floored.”

Pops Walker / Sponsor of “The Shenandoah River Songfest” / www.popswalker.com
